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    ABSTRACT 

 

Name  : Nurjihan N. Said 

Nim : 18.1.16.0097 

 Tittle   : An analysis of difficulties in learning vocabulary of the seventh grade 

students at SMPN 3 Palu 

Learning difficulties are all learning or emotional problems that affects or influence one 

person’s learning ability substantially, interact with others and follow the convention (any 

learning or emotional problem that affects, or substantially affects, a person’s ability to learn, get 

along with others and follow convention). 

To understand their difficulties in learning English vocabulary, the main questions of this 

research were: (1). What are the types of diffculties encountered by the seventh grade students in 

learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 Palu? (2). What are the factors causing the seventh grade 

students to have difficulties in learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 Palu? 

This research used qualitative approach, data collection methods were observation, 

interview and documentation. Data analysis used were data reduction, data presentation and data 

verification. 

The findings showed that the students still faced the problems or difficulties in learning 

vocabulary. Kinds of difficulties faced by the students were: alsmost all of students had 

difficulties in pronouncing the words, writing the words, spelling the words the different form of 

a word known as inflection was one of causes of students difficulties in learning vocabulary. In 

addition the students were still confused in using the words based on the context.  The factors 

causing the students to have difficulties in learning vocabulary were internal and external factors. 

Internal factors the students are not interested in learning English, they also do not have 

motivation to learn English.While, external factors were they did not get support from their 

family, environment and school to learn English. 

In conclusion, seeing many students who are still having difficulty in learning English 

vocabulary. The teachers should pay attention to this and can create a good and effective learning 

process strategy given this very influential for the students’s knowledge in the future. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Research Backround  

English is important for everybody because it is the international language. Most 

people in many countries speak English for communicating with other people who are 

foreigners. Lowenberg, in a discussion on the role of English as a foreign language in 

Indonesia, suggest that  because of the particular nature of the impact of English is 

making on the development and modernization of Indonesia’s national language, Bahasa 

Indonesia, English as an “additional” language not merely as a “foreign” language.
1
 

Word class is a grouping or classification of words with the aim of finding  a 

system in language. As we know words are very complex forms composed of several 

elements, Indonesian words can consist of one or more syllables. In detail, the meaning of 

word class is the existence of a group of words contained in language unit based on the 

categories of form, function, and meaning in grammatical system.
2
 

Vocabulary is essential both in second and foreign language acquasition because 

without correct and enough vocabulary learners cannot understand what other people say 

and they will not be able to express their own feelings. Vocabulary learning is a 

prominent part of foreign language teaching and learning. It is also necessary for a 

language learner. Vocabulary plays a more significant role than grammar. People need to 

use words in order to tell or express, feelings, and ideas in any language to be understood 

by anyone, as well as students. Successful people usually have a large number of 

vocabularies and a good ability in selecting and recognizing the word.
3
 

                                                             
1
Ivan Susanto Salawazo, et al, eds., “Analysis of Students’ Vocabulary in Learning English.” 

Linguistic, English Education and Art (LEEA) Journal 3, no. 2 Juni 2020: 470. Accessed on June 06, 2022. 

2
 Rengki Afria, Warni dan Aldha Kusuma Wardhani “Analysis of Word Classes in Short Story 

“Maaf” by Putu Wijaya: Morphologycal Studies” Internasional Conference on Malay Identity (ICMI) 2, 

March 2022:86-87. 
3
 Juliana Sujadi danm Fariska Wulandari “ Study of Sudents’ Vocabulary Difficulties in Third-

Semester Students of  Food Technology Major.” Jurnal Pendidikan  19, no.1 Maret 2021: 91. Accessed on 

November 14, 2021. 
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Based on the explanation above, vocabulary is very important in communicating. 

Therefore, with the multitude of vocabulary we know of course it easier to communicate 

well. Because of this, learning vocabulary is important in a language for people  to be 

able to explain what they want to convey to others and others can understand our 

language well. Learning about vocabulary can improve our ability in language. 

Based on the results of the interview and observation with the seventh graders of 
students at SMPN 3 Palu. Learning difficulties are obstacles that students 
experience in the learning process. They experience various kinds of difficulties 
such as their knowledge of vocabulary which is still very minimal, difficulty 
pronouncing words in English, writing, spelling and do not know how to make 
sentences. and, specific factors that cause students to experience learning 
difficulties. One of the factors that cause students to study vocabulary is an 
internal factor that students still less motivated and less interested in learning 
English. Meanwhile, external factors they are factors that come from outside the 
individual which relate to the environment, family and school. Their school did 
not support them in learning English vocabulary. and, their families are nor 
accustomed to learning English vocabulary. Then, the school cannot properly 
meet students’ needs.

4
 

According to Brown in Nazanin Mirhadizadeh, these factors are specially in the 

individual students like motivation, attitude, personal practice and study habits. Each of 

these factors is an individual element of learner’s ability to acquire of foreign language 

but each component also interacts with another.
5
 

Based on Brown’s definition, external can be different for each individual, but 

their common attribute is that they are based solely on the circumstances outside of the 

control and influence or of the learner.
6
 

The statement was said by seventh-grade students at SMPN 3 Palu about the 

difficulty they faced in learning English vocabulary. Based on the results of the interview 

and observations these are the reasons the researcher is interested in taking this title ”An 

analysis of difficulties in learning vocabulary of seventh-grade students at SMPN 3 Palu. 

                                                             

4
 Students Seventh Grade, Interviewed and Observation at SMPN 3 Palu, Jnauary 18, 2022. 

5
Nazanin Mirhadizadeh“Internal and External Factors in Language Learning” International 

Journal of Modern Language Teaching and Learning 1, no. 4 2016: 189. Accessed on November 14, 2022. 
6
 Ibid,191 
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They do not have basic English, and some of the students also not confident, less 
interested in taking English lessons, and less interested in reading and got a 
support from their parents. Because only a few students got a support or facilities, 
one of them taken an English course. So, the development of their vocabulary is 
restricted. Then, for almost 3 years they learn online so the learning was not 
effective.

7
 

According to Blassic and Jones in Irham and Wiyani, learning difficulties 

experienced by students indicate a gap or distance  between the expected academic 

achievement and the actual academic achievement achieved by students (actual 

achievement). In line with it, learning difficulties is a condition in which students cannot 

learn naturally, due to obstacles or distractions. Moreover, according to Hamdani the 

factors that affect learning difficulties can be classified into two parts, namely internal 

factors (which come from within the student) such as students are still less motivated, less 

interested and they do not have confidence in learning English. Meanwhile, external 

factors (those originating from outside the student) external factors that come fro the 

students’ environment that affect students in learning English. Such as their family, 

school and community environments that do not support students in learning English.
8
 

B. Research questions 

Based on the description of the background above, the researcher formulates the 

main issues as follow: 

1. What are the types of difficulties encountered by the seventh grade students in 

learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 Palu? 

2. What are the factors causing the seventh grade students to have difficulties in 

learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 Palu? 

C. Objective and Significance of The Research 

                                                             
7
 Teacher, Interviewed, at SMPN 3 Palu, July 11, 2022. 

8
 Cahya Wulandari, Monika Widyastuti Surtikanti dan Antonious Setyawan Sugeng Nur Agung 

“A Case Study Internal and External Factors on The Difficulties in Learning English.” Journal of english 

Education and Literature 1, no. 2 September 2020: 44-45. Accessed on February 12, 2022. 
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1. Research objective 

a. To find out what the types of difficulties encountered by a the seventh grade 

students in learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 Palu. 

b. To find out what the factors causing  the seventh grade students to have 

difficulties in learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 Palu. 

2. Research Significances 

a. In order for English teachers to improve good learning strategies to  increase 

English students’ vocabulary. 

b. In order for students to find comfortable and good ways to improve their 

learning process at English lessons especially on English vocabulary. 

 

D. Operational Definition 

To avoid misunderstanding, several key terms a existing in the tittle need to be 

explained. They are: 

1. Analysis 

According to Robert J. Schreiter said analysis is reading text, putting the sign in 

dynamic interaction, and message being delivered. Analysis is an activity that begins in 

the initial process of learning and evaluating some form of the problems.
9
 In this 

research, the researcher wants to analyze the types of difficulties of the seventh grade 

students in learning English vocabulary and what are factors causing the seventh grade 

students to have difficulties in learning English vocabulary at SMPN 3 palu. 

2. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary learning, viewed broadly, is fundamental to our initial and continued 

learning in almost every domain. We need to know the language, so to speak, not simply 

                                                             
9
 Reza Maulana, M.Kom “Modul Analisis dan Perancangan Sistem Informasi 2021:2 Accessed on 

November 11, 2022. 
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in the sense of learning a first or second language but also in the sense of learning the 

vocabulary that characterizes some field of study, such as biology or the law.
10

 In this 

research, researcher focused on word class. Word class is a language used and is related 

to morphology. 

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that learning vocabulary is 

the earliest thing to start understanding language well. Therefore, knowing many 

vocabulary will be the easier it is to understand the meaning of a language and be able to 

improve the vocabulary on the students. 

3. Difficulties in Learning 

Learning difficulties are all learning or emotional problems that affects or 

influence one person’s learning ability substantially, interact with others and follow the 

convention (any learning or emotional problem that affects, or substantially affects, a 

person’s ability to learn, get along with others and follow convention).
11

 

E. Oulines of Research 

The outline of the research proposal is an overview that casts a shadow to the 

reader of the entire description presented here. As for this proposal consists of three 

chapters each relating to each other, the lines of content of the proposal consist of: 

Chapter I introduction. The chapter is about background research, research 

question, objective and significance of the research, operational definition and outlines of 

research. 

Chapter II literature of review, in this chapter contains previous research, a 

theoretical review regarding the title of the proposal, namely an analysis of difficulties in 

learning vocabulary and framework theory. 

                                                             

10
 Robert A. Bjork dan Judith F. Kroll “Desirable Difficulties in Vocabulary Learning.” Am J 

Psychol. Author Manuscrript: Available in PMC June 2016: 241. Accessed on November 11, 2021. 
11

 Destri Ratna Ma’rifah “Diagnosis of Students Learning on Learner Development Studies.” 

Jurnal Pendidikan Biologi Indonesia 3, no.1 2017: 89. Accessed on March 11, 2022. 
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Chapter III research of methods. The chapter contains the type of research, the 

location of research, the presence of researcher, data and data sources, data collection 

techniques, data analysis, and data verification. 

 Chapter IV Result and Discussion, this chapter discusses the results of the 

interview from the seventh grade students and from the English teacher at SMPN 3 Palu. 

 Chapter V Conclusion and suggestion, it chapter related suggestion for the 

English teacher, the next researcher and students. 



 
 

7 
 

CHAPTER II 

RELATED LITERATURE REVIEW 

    

A. Previous Research 

Previous research included systematic descriptions of the results of 

research on the subject of investigation. Several studies relate to the issues raised 

in this subject. Thus, in this research, researcher outline the development of 

several scientific works relating to what researchers are discussing, some of which 

are: 

1. The First, The Journal  Written By Ni Made Dita Sintadewi, Ni Putu June 

Artini and Irwan Febryan Graduation of Tritama University "Analysis of 

English Learning Difficulty of Students in Elementary School."
12

 Previous 

research and research that will be conducted by researcher using  qualitative 

descriptive methods. A commonality of these two researcher was discussing 

the difficulty of learning English students. They also discussed factors 

affecting students having difficulty in learning English. The difference in 

the research that researcher will do, the researcher explains what the 

research focuses on about vocabulary word classes. While the previous 

research only explains the difficulty of learning English. The subject that 

became my research is seventh-grade students at SMPN 3 Palu. While the 

fifth grade at SDN 4 Pendem is used as a subject of research by previous 

researcher. 

2. Second, The Journal Written By Sardor Surmanov and Maftuna Azimova 

Teacher of English, Language Training Department,Tashkent State 

                                                             
12

 Ni Made Dita Sintadewi, Ni Putu June Artini dan Irwan Febryan “Analysis of English 

Learning Difficulties of Students in Elementary School.” International Journal of Elementary 

Education 4 no. 3 2020: 433-434. Accessed on March 11, 2022. 
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University of Law "Analysis of Difficulties In Vocabulary Acquisition."
13

 

The research used quantitative methods and the research will be cunducted   

is qualitative. The similarities from both of these research are to explain the 

difficulty of learning English vocabulary. and both discussed on the 

difficulties in learning vocabulary and explain the most common difficulties 

in learning vocabulary. The difference is previous research formed 5 

different groups of students. Afterward, the researcher handed them a 

thousand words from the course book and then gave them more than one 

month in order to learn the new vocabulary. After that, the researcher would 

inquire them through interviews and they would record and see what the 

student’s mistakes in learning vocabulary. Namely: prunounciation, length, 

complexity, meaning, connotation and idiomaticity. The previous researcher 

did not discuss the external and internal factors. Meanwhile, the researcher 

was conducted just want to find out what are the factors cause students have 

difficulty in learning English vocabulary. Then, researcher discussed both of 

these factors. As for the research that researcher will be done only 

conducted one class. The class is 7E and not form a group. 

3.  Third, The Journal Written By Juliana Sujadi and Fariska Wulandari 

Interpreting English for Business and Professional Communication, 

Polytechnic Tonggak Equator "Study of Students' Vocabulary Difficulties in 

Third-Semester Students of Food Technology Major."
14

 Previous research 

and research will be conducted by researcher used qualitative descriptive 

                                                             
13

 Sardor Sumarnov dan Maftuna Azimova “Analysis of difficulties in Vocabulary 

Acquisition.” The Journal of Legal Studies and Research 6 no.1 2020: 147-152. Accessed on 

November 11, 2021. 

14
Juliana Sujadi dan Fariska Wulandari “Study of Students’ Vocabulary Difficulties in 

Third-Semester Students of Food Technology Major. “Jurnal Pendidikan 19 no.19 2021: 93-99. 

Accessed on November 14, 2021. 



9 
 

 
 

methods. A commonality of these two researchers was discussing the 

difficulty of learning English Vocabulary for students and conducting 

teacher to get more accurate information on what factors caused students to 

experience the difficulties of learning English vocabulary. The difference 

between previous research and the research will do, the researchers discuss 

some difficulties that students experience: English grammar, spell English 

vocabulary, complicated English vocabulary, grammar ability, simple 

present tense sentences, simple future tense sentences, present continuous 

tense sentence, and others. As for the research that the researcher will do the 

researcher want to know what are the factors affected the students having 

difficulty in learning vocabulary, and the types of difficulties encountered 

the students in learning English vocabulary. This research also focuses on 

vocabulary word classes. 

4. Four, The Journal Written By Zhihong Bai, Shanxi Normal University, 

Linfen, China “An Analysis of English Vocabulary Learning Strategies.”
15

 

Previous research uses quantitative and research that will be conducted by 

researchers using qualitative descriptive methods. The commonality of these 

two researchers is analyzing learning English vocabulary, and want to find 

the answers why they have problems in learning vocabulary English. Then, 

these studies also explain what factors are causing students to experience 

difficulties in learning vocabulary English. The difference, the subject of the 

previous research is a student at a University who uses a questionnaire about 

the vocabulary learning process strategy and pairs the results with both the 

bad and bad of the student. The focus of this research is on student strategy 

in studying vocabulary in English. While the research will be done focusing 

                                                             
15

 Zhihong Bai, “An Analysisi of  English Vocabulary Learning strategies” Journal of 

Language Teaching and Research 9 no. 4 2028. 849-852, Accessed on May 14, 2023. 
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on English vocabulary students. The subject of the research is the seventh 

grade students. Then, researcher interview students and teacher to get more 

accurate results. 

5. Five, The Articles Written By Delfina Christie Sondakh and Mega 

Febriani Sya, Fakultas Agama Islam Dan Pendidikan Guru “Kesulitan 

Pembelajaran Kosakata Bahasa Inggris Tingkat Sekolah Dasar.” Previous 

research and research will be conducted by researcher used qualitative 

descriptive methods. And discussing the difficulty of learning English and 

what factors cause students to have difficulties in learning English 

vocabulary. Meanwhile, the difference is in previous research, researchers 

want to describe the factors that cause students to have difficulty 

controlling vocabulary and describe solutions in the process of English 

vocabulary. Then, data collection techniques through literature data 

collection that is researcher reviewing books, literature, notes and reports 

related to the research to be undertaken. While the research will be done 

researcher would like to know the types difficulties encountered the 

students have difficulties in learning English vocabulary, and the factors of 

the cause. Then, the data collection technique uses observation and direct 

interviews with students and teacher to get more accurate data.
16

 

B. Theoritical Review 

1.  Vocabulary 

In this part, it is necessary to provide of a clear definition of the term 

vocabulary. Different definitions may be given for the term vocabulary regarding 

different viewpoints. However one can generally define vocabulary as the 

                                                             
16

 Deldina Christie Sondakh dan Mega Febriani Sya “ Kesulitan Pembelajaran Kosakata 

Bahasa Inggris Tingkat Sekolah Dasar.” Karya Ilmiah Mahasiswa Bertauhid Universitas Djuanda 

1 no. 3 2022: 346-350. Accessed on May 18, 2023 



11 
 

 
 

knowledge of the words and word meanings. Or someone else may define 

vocabulary as a list of words arranged in alphabetical order with their definitions. 

A word, in most linguistic analyses, is described as a set of properties, of features, 

each word is the combination of its meaning, register, association, collocation, 

grammatical behavior, written form (spelling), spoken form (pronunciation) and 

frequency. To master a word is not only to learn its meaning but also to learn 

seven other aspects. All these properties are called word knowledge.
17

 

Vocabulary plays crucial function in linguistic process acquisition. 

Vocabulary is additionally a vital ability for acquiring to read, talk, compose and 

hear. While not ample vocabulary, individuals cannot communicate and 

categorical their feeling each in sort of spoken and written efficiently. The 

additional people master vocabulary the more they will speak, write, read and 

listen as they want.
18

 

In the holy Qur’an, there are some verses which explain us about 

vocabulary. Such as Allah says in Q.S Al-Baqarah/2 Verses 31-32: 

آءِ ه ؤُلآءِ اِنا  و  نيِا بِب سا ةِ ف ق بل  ا نابئِىُا ل ئِك  هُنا ع ل ى الاو  ب ثنُه ع ر  ض  كُلهه  آ ء  و  لهن  ا د م  الْا سا ع  دِقِيان  و  ۱۳۝كُناتنُا ص   

كِيانُ  ت ن ب اِنهك  ا نات  الاع لِيانُ الاح  لهوا ب ع  ن ك  لْ  عِلان  ل ن آ اِلْه ه  ۱۳۝ق بلىُا سُباح   

 
He taught Adam the names of all things and then set them before the 
angel, saying : “ tell Me the names of these, if what you say true.” Glory to 
you they replied. „We have no knowledge except that which You have 
given us. You alone are wise, Knowing. ( 2:31-32)

19
 

From these verses, the first thing that human needs to know vocabulary to 

communicate with another human being and communicate information. Allah 

endowed Adam with knowledge of knowing something by teaching him the name 

                                                             
17

Imam Alizadeh “ Vocabulary Teaching Techniques: A Review of Common Practices.” 

International Journal of Research in English Education 1, no. 1 2016: 22. Accessed on June 06, 

2022. 
18

 Herri Susanto “An Analysis About Students’ Troubles in Acquisition English 

Vocabulary,” Journal of English Language and Pedagogy 4 no. 2 October 25, 2021: 46. Accessed 

on February 09, 2022. 

19
 Kementrian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahnya, Jakarta: Duta Surya, 6. 
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of things. There were number of vocabulary definition. Vocabulary is the total of 

words in a language. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher concludes that vocabulary 

is very important for communication in life. Vocabulary can explain  the words 

and turn them to information to communicate, giving ideas, etc. Vocabulary is a 

basic to learn English as well, it caused the language to have meaning. Vocabulary 

also helps to form a new sentence that everyone could understand. And it was 

important to increase vocabulary mastery to communicate well and effectively. 

a. Kinds of vocabulary 

There are many classifications made by the experts in language area about 

the kinds of vocabulary. Thombury explained that, “there are six kinds of 

vocabulary, word classes, word families, word formation, multi-word units, 

collocations and homonyms. 

a) Word Classes This term belongs to morphology and syntax session, for 

instance, verb, noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, preposition, determiner 

and conjunction. 

b) Word Families Word families almost like word classes. It still belongs to 

morphology and syntax session. The differences in this term discussed about 

suffixes in words. Such as play – plays – played = inflected and play – 

replay – playful = derivatives. 

c) Word Formation In English there are some formation of word such as 

compounding, blending and clipping. For example second hand and 

typewriter belongs to compounding, information + entertainment = 

infotainment belongs to blending and electronic mail become email of 

influenza become flu in clipping. 
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d) Multi-word Units Mostly, this type belongs to phrasal verbs and idioms. For 

instance, Look for, look after, wipe off, and throw on: phrasal verbs and 

famous last word, eat your words, jack me around: idioms. 

e) Collocations This part can be translated as two words or more become 

together. Such as, this week, once more, once again, as well and so on. 

f) Homonyms, Homonyms are words which have same form but the meaning 

is different. Such as the word “well” means in bahasa sumur, baik and sehat. 

Besides, Cheek, Rona and Jimmy said that, “there are three kinds of 

vocabulary that may be encountered by the reader in their reading, they are 

general vocabulary, specialized vocabulary and technical vocabulary”
20

 

Based on the explanation above, it can concluded that the word class has a 

function each to explain what vocabulary is. Then there are words that have the 

same form but have different meanings. 

b. Types of vocabulary 

According to Fries, there are four types of vocabulary describe as follow: 

1) Function words  

 The first of vocabulary is “function words’’, although some of them may 

have full word meaning content, primary or legaly operate as means of 

expressing or explaining  relations of the grammatical structure. 

2) Subtitute words  

The second type of vocabulary items consist of the “subtitute” words, those 

words which represent no individual things or specific actions, but function 

as fundamental for  whole form-classes of word. 

3) Grammatical Matters as presence or absence of a negative 

                                                             
20
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The third type of vocabulary item consist of those that are distributed in use 

based on such grammatical matters as the presence or absence of a negative, 

include; some-any, too either, already yet, still anymore, quite (exeption). 

4) Content words 

The large body of “content” words constitutes the fourth group of 

vocabulary items   and the chief material usually considered when the 

vocabulary of a language is discussed. These are the words that function as 

symbols for the phenomena which we react upon as the world of reality 

about us, symbol for “thing”, for “action” and for “qualities”.
21

 

Based on the explanation above, there are four types of vocabulary they 

are function words, sabtitute words, grammatical matters, and content words. It 

can conclude that vocabulary have a meaning to share an information effectively 

and certainly well understood. Then, students have to learn vocabulary so they can 

learn English easily and effectively. The students also can master the four of 

language skills easily by learning vocabulary. 

c. The Importance of Vocabulary  

Vocabulary knowledge is often viewed as a  critical tool for second 

language learners because a limited vocabulary in a second language impedes 

successful communication. Underscoring the importance of vocabulary 

acquisition. 

Ricard and Willy stated that Vocabulary is a core component of language 

fluency and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, 

and write. Without and extensive vocabulary and approach for acquiring new 

vocabulary, students often making use of language learning opportunities around 

                                                             
21
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them such as listening to the radio, listening to native speakers, using the language 

in different context, reading, or watching television.
22

 

Bromley states that vocabulary holds some important roles in teaching learning 

process. They are;  

1) Promoting fluency 

Students who recognize and understand many words read more quickly and 

easily than those with smaller vocabularies. 

2) Boosting comprehension 

Vocabulary knowledge strongly influence comprehension. On a component 

analysis of comprehension, word meanings were found to make up 74% of 

comprehension. 

3) Improving achievement 

A large vocabulary means a large of conceptual knowledge which makes 

academic leaning easier. Students with large vocabulary score higher on 

achievement test then those will small vocabularies. 

4) Enhancing thinking and communicating 

Words are tools for analyzing, inferring, evaluating and reasoning. A large 

vocabulary   allows for communicating in ways that are precise, powerful, 

persuasive and interesting.
23

 

Based on the importance of vocabulary above, it can be concluded that by 

learning vocabulary students can improve their language in speaking certainly to 

make others understand what is being said. Vocabulary can also increase 

communication to speak. Then, the effectiveness of vocabulary mastery is 

certainly very good for students. That is, students have learned well to increase 

their vocabulary. 
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2. Difficulties in Learning Vocabulary 

According to Thornbury in Sardor Sumarnov and Maftuna Azimova the 

most common difficulties in vocabulary learning are as follows: 

a. Pronunciation 

Research shows that words that are difficult to pronounce are more difficult 

to learn. 

b. Length and Complexity 

Long words seem to be no more difficult to learn than short ones. But, as a 

rule of thumb, high frequency words tend to be short in English, and 

therefore the learner is likely to meet them more often, a factor favoring 

their “learnability”. 

c. Grammar 

Also problematic is the grammar associated with the word, especially if this 

differs from that of its LI equivalent. Remembering whether a verb like 

enjoy, love, or hope is followed by an infinitive (to swim) or an-in form 

(swimming) can add to its difficulty. 

d. Meaning 

When two words overlap in meaning, learners are likely to be confused 

make and do are a case in point: you make breakfast and make an 

appointment, but you do the housework and do the questionnaire. 

e. Range, connotation and idiomaticity 

Words that can be used in a wide range of contexts will generally be 

perceived as easier that their synonyms with a narrower range. Thus, put is a 

very wide-ranging verb, compared to impose, place, position, etc. Likewise, 
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thin is a safer bet than skinny, slim, slender. Uncentaintly as to the 

connotations of some words may cause problem too.
24

 

According to Abdurrahman, learning difficulties can be divided into two 

large groups:  

1. Developmental learning disabilities learning difficulties. Subcategory of this 

difficulty is: 

a. learning difficulties related to development, including motorik disorders 

and perceptions. 

b. language and communication difficulties. 

c. learning difficulties in social behavior adjustment. 

2. Academic learning disabilities are academic learning disabilities that 

involve the failure of academic achievement that harmonizes with the 

desired capacity. Such failures include skill mastery in reading, writing, or 

math.
25

 

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that these difficulties 

greatly affect student achievement in the learning process which is expected not to 

go well. 

3. Factors Causing the Difficulties in Learning English Vocabulary 

The factors that cause learning difficulties can be classified into two 

groups, namely: 

a. Internal factors (factors from within humans themselves) 

According to Grof, psychologycal factors are factors related to the 

physical condition of an individual. During the learning process the role of 

                                                             
24
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18 
 

 
 

psychologycal functions in the human body greatly affects learning outcomes 

especially the five senses. The five senses that function properly will facilitate 

learning activities well too. The five senses that have a big role in learning are the 

eyes and ears. Example: psychomotor (the realm of initiative), such as disruption 

of the students’ visual and hearing sensory organs. 

b. External factors (factors from outside humans) 

According to Mogan and Gayer-Anderson, Non-social (physical) factors 

that exist in the family environment. For example: disharmony in the relationship 

between father and mother and the low economic life of the family. 

Sugiharta and Sudarsana stated, Non-social in the school environment, for 

example: learning tools of low quality. Social factors are factors that are 

influenced by the people around students. Example: the community is like a 

naughty playmate.
26

 

Based on the explanation above, it can concluded that the learning process 

is influenced by a variety of internal and external factors, including psychologycal 

factors, non-social and social factors in the family and school environment. 

Understanding and addressing these factors can help optimize the learning process 

and improve learning outcomes for students. 

Factors that affect learning can come from various factors. The factors that 

influence learning can be divided into two, they are: internal factors and external 

factors. Sukirin stated that internal factors are related to students factors and 

external factors are related to factors outside students. Those internal factors are: 

1. Health condition 

2. Talent 

                                                             
26
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3. Interest 

4. Motivation 

Dalyono stated that motivation is an inner factor that function to generate, 

underlie and direct the act of learning. Motivation can determine in achieving 

goals so that the greater the motivation, the greater the learning success.
27

 

C. Framework Theory 

Before doing an interview, the researcher would do an observation first. 

Namely, the researcher comes directly to the place that becomes the object of 

research to see the situation in that place. The researcher will make observations 

in class 7E to know the process of learning English. Do they experience 

difficulties during the learning process. After doing observation, the researcher 

interviews students, especially in class 7E, who becomes the object of research 

and can find out the difficulties and what factors cause them to have difficulty 

learning vocabulary. And English because researcher want to get information 

about what factors make students experience difficulties in learning English 

vocabulary. After doing an interview, the researcher also gives Guideline 

questions or back interview by giving some questions to students about the 

difficulties in learning vocabulary and they provide information from the 

questions. Not only that, but the researcher also interview the English teacher in 

questions to get more information about what are the factors that cause students to 

have difficulty learning vocabulary. So that the  researcher can produce more 

accurate data. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH OF METHODOLOGY 

A. Approach and Design of the Research 

This type of research employs a descriptive qualitative approach. A qualitative 

approach use a theoretical basic as a guide to focus research on facts in the field. A 

qualitative approach is a process of research and understand base on a methodology 

that investigates a social phenomenon and human problem.
28

 To this end the research 

will use a field/field research approach, which is a qualitative method of accumulate 

data that does not require a deep knowledge of the literature use and cannot be attain 

by qualification. 

The research emphasize the nature of reality that form in the social 

environment that originates in data and is analysis through theory that  explanation 

until they develop into theory. In analysis the problem, researcher focus in describe 

and deep and contextual analysis that lead to the single case of how "an analysis of 

difficulties in learning vocabulary of seventh grade students at SMPN 3 Palu." Make 

it easy to describe in a descriptive text, it can make it easy for researcher to 

understand and thus be able to provide information, to absorb data that will be study 

and able to answer  them. Researcher hope that a qualitative approach will help 

answer the problem. 

B. Research Setting 

                                                             
28
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The research setting is at SMPN 3 Palu. The reason is that students of this 

school have difficulty in learning vocabulary. Therefore, the researcher gets 

interested in conducting research "An analysis of difficulties in learning Vocabulary." 

C. Researcher Presence 

In this research the presence of researcher as well as participant in collecting 

data that is very much needed. Because in qualitative researcher of the most 

important data collectors and actively participant in research to produce accurate data. 

In addition, researcher as a instument come to the research field in order to speak 

directly with informant in order to collect data and understand directly the facts of the 

tesearch field. 

D. Data and Data Sourcers 

According to Sugiono in Sutrisno, data and data sources provide a 

determining factor in the success of a research. It cannot be said that a research is 

scientific, where there is no reliable data and data source. Loflaf and Moleong suggest 

that "the chief source of data in qualitative research is words and actions, the rest of 

the secondary data such as documents and others.
29

 

The kinds of data that the researcher in this research are going to collect is 

divided into two kinds: 

1. Primary data 

Primary data is data pick up directly through interview with informant   relate 

to an analysis of difficulty in learning vocabulary. The source include all the element 

associate with the research in seventh grade students at SMPN 3 palu. 

2. Secondary data 
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Secondary data is a source which writer collect from literature such as the   

book, the documentation which show the objective condition of the school SMPN 3 

Palu. 

 

 

E. Data Gathering Techniques 

To obtain an information or data consistent with research, the tecniques of 

data collection that researcher use in this research are as follows: 

1. Observation 

In this section the researcher would attend the learning process in class 7E to 

see do they have difficulty in learning English vocbulary. 

a. Seventh grade students at SMPN 3 Palu. 

2. Interview  

Interview are used to interview informants. Interviews with informants are 

conducted with questions listed on guidelines already prepared. However, it is 

possible that the research can develop these questions to obtain an information aimed 

at interviewed informants, are as follows: 

a. seventh grade students (Class 7E) at SMPN 3 Palu. 

b. Seventh grade English teacher at SMPN 3 Palu. 

An effective, efficient data collection technique for researcher is that direct   

interaction takes the form of a response, opinion, conviction, and thought of 

everything that is ask. 

3. Documentation 
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Documentation is a method of data collection by studying important  

documents  that support complete data or through written artifacts such as archives, 

articles, scriptions, types of literature and other and opinions and books on the subject 

of research, so that the study can be proved as a real site. 

4. Data Analysis Techniques 

Data analysis is an effort to search and organize systematically those 

obsevation, interview and other. Data obtain is analysis in a cycle of three phases of 

data reduction, data presentation, and a withdrawal of conclusion or verification. 

1. Data reduction 

According to Sugiyono, data reduction is summarizing, choosing the main 

tinghs that are relevant to the research topic, looking for themes and patterns, in the 

end providing a clearer picture and making it easier to carry out further data 

collection.
30

 

2. Data presentation 

The presentation of data is an organized group of information that gives the 

possibility of a deduction and action taken. The presentation of data in research uses 

descriptive descriptions, based on observations, interviews, and documentary 

studies.
31

 Data presented according to findings at the research field linked to an 

analysis of students in learning vocabulary of seventh grade students at SMPN 3 Palu. 

So much more accurate data. 

3. Data verification 
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The next step in the qualitative process of data analysis is to draw conclusions 

based on findings and verify the data by looking for meaning to each symptom 

obtained from a field, noting order in order to get the full configuration. The 

conclusion found in the initial stages acquired is temporary and will change if 

evidence is found at the next stage of data collection. When the conclusion presented 

in the early stages is supported by solid evidence on research back into the field, then 

that conclusion is credible. This process of finding evidence is called data 

verification.
32

 

4. Cheking Data Validity 

      The next step in the qualitative process of data analysis is to draw conclusion 

base on finding and verify the data by looking for meaning to each symptom obtain 

from a field, noting order in order to get the full configuration. The conclusion find in 

the initial stage acquire is temporary and will change if evidence is find at the next 

stage of data collection. When the conclusion present in the early stage is support by 

solid evidence on research back into the field, then that conclusion is credible. This 

process of find evidence is call data verification.
33

 

1. Endurance of observation 

The technique of discernment is used to find characteristics and elements in a 

situation that is particularly relevant to the seeking issue or issue. Researcher using 

this technique also make meticulous, detailed observations to understand the deeper 

symptoms of activities. In this way will be obtained certainty and the sequence of 

data events. 
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2. Triangulation 

Triangulation is defined as a verifying test of data obtained from source 

tringulation and method. 

a. Triangulation of the source is a test of the validity of the data done by 

examining the data that had been obtained to several related sources. 

b. Triangulation of the method is to test the validity of the data by checking 

with the same source but using a different technique, that is, data from an 

interview. 

3. Analysis of negative data  

A data analysis of a negative case is that researchers are looking for data   that 

contradicts the findings. If the findings are no longer contradictory, then the findings 

are trustworthy. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Result of the Research 

a. Result of Observation 

In the observation section, research follows the learning in the class to see the 

learning process being taught by the teacher. Researcher found that it was true during 

the process of English study that many students had difficulty understanding the 

lessons being taught. The difficulties they experience are difficulty pronouncing 

vocabulary correctly, spelling, writing and using vocabulary in sentences. Then, the 

teacher has to explain repeatedly to the student to understand the material. and, when 

they were asked questions some of the students were afraid to answer and didn't 

understand what was asked. Students also ask less during the learning process. 

b. Result of Interview 

In the interview section, the researcher interviewed the seventh grade students 

and English teacher to get accurate data. 

Mulyadi states in Hadi Cahyono that learning difficulties are a condition in 

learning characterized by certain obstacles to achieving learning outcomes.
34

  

Vocabulary is considered to the one of the most important elements in 

comprehending lesson materials, especially when learning a foreign language. Heidar 

et al states that vocabulary is the core of language and the comerstone of language 
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learning. Through comprehending foreign words, students will understand the 

meaning of the words.
35

 

As for the difficulties faced by seventh-grade students in the study of English 

vocabulary. as the results of interviewes performed with the seventh-grade students 

said:  

We have never studied English before. We know the vocabulary but only a 
little and are still confused about what the language is like. English is 
complicated because we cannot understand when our teacher explains in 
English. It made it difficult for us to understand the material being presented. 
We also have difficulty pronouncing words in English because the writing 
differs from how it is pronounced. We also have difficulty remembering the 
vocabulary we have learned. Then, we also do not know grammar in English 
or understand what grammar is in sentences. and, We do not know how to 
spell some vocabularies. When the teacher asks to make short sentences we 
are still confused. Friends in the class also do not provide support for 
learning English. We are also bored when the teacher explains because we 
only use books for learning and never use other media such as videos.

36
 

Based on the interview above can be concluded that The Seventh Grade 

Students still have difficulty in learning English vocabulary because they never 

learned English. Then, some students also do not like English. Then, they are also 

bored with the process taught by the teacher and their parents to their fear and 

difficulty understanding the material described by their teacher. So they still feel 

difficulty learning English vocabulary. 

To clarify that the Seventh Grade Student at SMPN 3 Palu still underwent 

difficulty in studying English vocabulary. Reserve conducted a back view of some 

students in the VIIE class. 

Subject “N” said: 
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I never learned English before. I learned English when in junior high school. I 
like English but i do not understand because I think that is that harder. A lot of 
vocabulary that I do not know how to pronounce correctly. For example, 
bahasa inggris dari “sayur dan pendidikan”. I also have diffculty make a 
sentences correctly. Because I am still confused how to use vocabulary in 
sentences. Sometimes if I want to ask questions I am afraid my teacher will be 
angry. I know Vocabulary but just a bit because I never learned English 
before. I also hard to understand the lesson that taught by the teacher. Then, I 
also tired of learning English because it is hard to understand.

37
 

Subject “J” said: I never learned English. I think English is difficult and I do 
not really like English either. Sometimes I did not understand what the teacher 
explained. So, I had to ask. Sometimes, I do my homework at school because I 
do not understand. English pronunciation is also difficult. There are some 
words that I do not know how to write. I often get tired of learning English. 
We only study using books without other devices like videos because we are 
not allowed to take our phones to school. So, I feel bored. My family at home 
encouraged me to learn English and sometimes i would ask them if i had a 
task that I did not understand. but, they did not know either, so I answered it 
by myself.

38
 

 
Suject “A”said: I have never learned English before, I think learning English 
is hard. because the pronounce is difficult. Then, writing is also difficult 
because there are many words I do not know how to write. When make a 
sentences in English I do not understand and I also had difficulty when the 
teacher explained the material. I like learning English, but hard to understand. 
If I have homework, I usually do it if I understand. But, sometimes I do not 
work. I am bored and sleepy when learning. I want to ask the questions but I 
am afraid and Vocabulary that I know also just a little bit. My parents support 
me in learning English to add my knowledge, but I am still have trouble 
learning English.

39
 

 
Subect “R” said: I have never learned English before, I think English is very 
difficult to learn. Like, the writing was different the way it read was different. 
The writing form is different from the pronunciation. I was also not interested 
in learning English because it was difficult for me to understand during the 
learning process. Then I could do my assignments, but I needed a recurring 
explanation so that I could understand it. In class, sometimes I feel bored 
because English is very difficult. I do not have much knowledge of 
vocabulary. My parents encouraged me to learn English. But learning English 
is difficult for me. If the teacher asks questions to me I can answer. But, 
sometimes I cannot either.

40
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Based on the interview above can be concluded that the Seventh Grade 

Students at SMPN 3 Palu still find it difficult to learn English vocabulary because 

they have never learned English. they have difficulty how to pronounce words in 

English, writing or making sentences in English. Then, they also have difficulty 

understanding English material taught by teacher. In addition, they also feel bored in 

class when the learning process because their teacher only use books as a tool to 

learn. This resulted in less working effectively, which affects students who have 

difficulty to learn English vocabulary. 

Factor difficulties that faced by students divided into external and internal. 

Internal factors includes physics, intellectual and psychological. While internal 

factors include family and school environments.
41

 

As for as the factors causing the seventh grade students to have difficulties in 

learning English vocabulary. as the results of interviews performed with the English 

teacher at SMPN 3 Palu. 

They do not have basic learning English before. So when it comes to learning, 
they need repeated explanations to understand the material. Unless students 
with an outside basis might be capable, their vocabulary was so meager that 
English confused them at the time of teaching. And there were only a few 
students who usually asked. Then, they did not have the confidence to speak 
English in front of the class, and only a few students could afford it. Some 
regular students ask but use Indonesian, and a few students are also capable, 
but we must be slow because of the poor vocabulary. they did not get support 
from the environment. and only a few students Those who receive facilities 
from their parents such as takin English courses. Giving them basic English 
studies that they do not have is a challenge for us as well as teachers.

42
 

B. Discussion  
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Learning difficulties can hamper students in teaching the maximum 

achievement. It is one of the psychological disorders including hearing loss, thinking, 

speaking, reading, writing and spelling. The difficulties of learning can also be seen 

from the analysis of the test result completed by students. Learning difficulties 

experienced by students can also be seen from the percentage level of the students’ 

failure in answering the questions.
43

 

English has come a long way with all its high level of uniqueness and 

challenges and gained global status. As it is the language related to all academic and 

professional discipline, English language has come the unique reflection of all growth 

and development in the recent years. English is spoken in many countries and it is 

considered as official langauge. English is the only language which serves as a link 

language uniting people at the global level.
44

 

 Word classes are equivalent to parts of speech, but defined according to strict 

linguistic criteria. As a result, the term word classes is adopted in the present study 

instead of part of speech.
45

 

Vocabulary is important in English learning. Vocabulary needs to improve the 

four language skills, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Without 

grammar, very little can convey, without vocabulary nothing can convey. When we 

just learn about grammar without learning vocabulary, we cannot express anything. It 
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shows that English has a special place in the teaching of the foreign language at 

school, especially junior high school.
46

 

Based on the interview and results above can be concluded the seventh-grade 

students at SMPN 3 Palu still have difficulty in learning English vocabulary as 

follows:  

1. The types of difficulties encountered by the seventh grade students in learning 

English vocabulary 

From the results of interview, it was found that almost students have 

difficulties in learning vocabulary, pronouncing the words, how to write and spell, 

how using vocabulary in sentences, difficulty translating and having difficulty 

adjusting grammar correctly. 

a. Lack of vocabulary  

Based on the results of the interviewes, it was found that seventh grade 

students had difficulty in learning English vocabulary because lack of vocabulary. 

Lack of vocabulary can trigger them to experience difficulties in learning English 

vocabulary. This happens when the teacher gives a task to the students and must be 

done at the time, providing the question of students while students cannot understand 

the material to be discussed. So this makes it difficult for them to give their ideas and 

opinions. They also had difficulty understanding the material that was taught, 

speaking the word in English, translating and difficult to make sentences in English. 

They also have trouble when teacher use English. Sometimes their teacher explains 
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the material back so they can understand the material being taught. When they were 

asked a question by the teacher only a few students could answer. They also 

experienced difficulty remembering the vocabulary that they learned or the material 

that was taught. Because they find English so difficult to study because written 

English differs from reading it. 

 

Nurmalita said that pronunciation skills is the ability to pronounce. Aspects in 

pronunciation is English is different from indonesian, including the pronunciation of 

vowels, consonant and diphtongs.
47

 

Yule in Hasan reported that the main problem of English pronunciation is to 

build a new set of sounds corresponding to the sounds of English, and to break down 

the arrangement of sounds which the habits and the systems of our LI have strongly 

built up. That means we use new ways of using our organs of speech. It is difficult 

too change such habits which a learner has obtained since his childood or at least it 

needs very long years to be changed.
48

 

b. Pronunciation  

 The students face the difficulties in pronouncing the words because of the 

differences between spoken and written in English. for example, when the students 

pronounce the words climb, honest, listen, knife and lamb. some words that contain 
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silent letters are particularly problematic especially for indonesian students. The 

incorrect pronunciation is often caused by the lack of sound similarity between 

English and the student's native language. They also have difficulty reading some 

words such as, comfortable, vegetable, through, tough and though. 

According to Reed in Ramdhini et al, three parameters that can be used to 

knowing someone’s English vocabulary spelling ability, including parameters 

phonemic , alphabetic parameters and mix parameters. 

A student’s educational experience can be severely harmed by writing 

difficulties. According to Heaton, teaching writing can be challeging at times due to 

its complexity. Not only do grammatical and rhetorical methods need to be mastered, 

but also intellectual and judging elements. Indeed, when a student challenges with a 

writing assigment, learning is hampered by the writing process itself. When faced 

with such overwhelming odds, students find it difficult to remain motivated.
49

 

c. The problem in writing the words or sounds-spelling mismatches. As the 

students stated before that is caused by the differences between Indonesian and 

English. The wtitten from is different from the spoken from in English. When the 

students want to write some words in English. for example: “knife” becomes “naif”, 

“debt” becomes “det”, they just write the words that the heard. 

Difficulty in spelling words are Smith and Swan in Subhi and Yasin, indicated 

that spelling errors are noticeable among students as the existence of linguistic 

differences in both languages English and Indonesian while spelling errors are found 
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to be less among othe students as their languages share more similarities with 

English.
50

 

Roinah said that Grammar (language structure) is the rule of arranging 

language elements into a patterned language. Mastery of linguistic structure will 

make it easier for students to learn English, specially in assembling words into a 

sentence.
51

 

d. The students found difficulties in choosing the vocabulary to use in 

sentences. for example the word "study" when they are asked to make the word in the 

form of a sentence they will be confused about how to connect the word into a 

sentence. for example "I study English every day" then they were asked to make the 

sentence "saya belajar bahasa inggris kemarin" However, they wrote "I study English 

yesterday" There was no change in the word. Because, they are also still confused 

with the use of tenses in sentences. So, they just guess which word suitable to use. 

Translation process from the source language to the target language needs to 

know about the habits of the source language. It should be done by students because 

every language has its own rules about grammar, contextual and condition. Talking 

about other language is not only about the language, we should also consider their 

culture. Every language in this world has its own culture. So when we do translation, 

the culture of  the source language is one of the most important factors for translator. 
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This should be done in order to avoid misunderstanding of communication between 

source language and target language.
52

   

e. The difficulty was found in students is also the difficulty of translating 

words in English. Because they only know simple English words for example, table, 

book, pen, nose, eye and lips. So, when they encounter a new word that they never 

learned they will have difficulty to translating. 

According to Cameron in Gushendra, indicators of student difficulty in 

mastering vocabulary include students having difficulty pronouncing vocabulary, 

students having difficulty spelling vocabulary, students having difficulty mastering 

grammar in understanding the meaning in vocabulary. that is the most common 

difficulty experienced by students in developing vocabulary mastery.
53

 

Meanwhile, Rohmatillah, stated that the difficulties faced by students were almost 

students having difficulty in pronouncing words, spelling, and writing, grammatical 

differences and students having difficulty in choosing the meaning according to the 

word and its meaning. Student still confused about using words based on context.
54

 

2. Factors causing the seventh grade students have difficulties in learning English 

vocabulary 

Based on the results of the interviews conducted. The researcher found that 

two factors made students experience difficulties in learning English vocabulary 
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1. Internal factors 

a. Lack of confidence 

Based on results of interviewes that they do not have confidence when 

learning English. like, when the teacher asks a question but they are afraid to answer 

because they think the answer they will give is wrong and their friends will laugh and 

feel embarrassed. then, when the teacher told them to come in front of the class to do 

the questions they thought that their friends had more control over the material and 

would be able to answer correctly. therefore, they are afraid to come forward in front 

of the class because they think they will give the wrong answer. then, they don't have 

courage when they try to speak English. Because their friends will mock them and 

say that their English is bad. But some students said that they were not afraid when 

doing questions in front of the class. because even if the teacher is wrong they will 

help to improve their answers. and it can help them gain new knowledge. Some 

students also said that when the teacher gave a question they could answer but 

sometimes they heard their friends say that the answer was wrong, they would not 

dare to answer because they were influenced by their friends. This is what affects 

their confidence to learn English vocabulary. 

b. Lack of motivation 

Based on the results of the interviews conducted by the researcher it was 

found that the reason why students were less motivated to learn vocabulary was that 

they were less interested in learning English because according to them it was quite 

difficult to learn it. for example, the way of pronunciation they say it's difficult to 

pronounce words in English. they also report a lack of motivation and support from 

friends and family. For example, when the teacher gives assignments and other 
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friends delay working on them, they will also follow these friends. so, students who 

are diligent will be lazy like other friends. then, from the family environment when 

students want to ask about assignments and they don't know it will make students 

annoyed and in the end lazy to complete the assignments given by the teacher. based 

on the results found by the researchers it can be concluded that this is what causes 

students to be less motivated to learn English. the role of family and friends in the 

student learning process greatly impacts the student learning process to produce the 

desired results. 

2. External factors 

Based on the results of the interviews conducted, the researcher found that the 

factors that influenced students had difficulty learning English vocabulary, namely 

their English teacher said that they lack of vocabulary and did not have basic English. 

then, from their parents who do not provide facilities for them to be able to learn 

English. Due to economic factors, it is difficult for them to get facilities such as 

taking English language courses. then, also the lack of support from their families and 

their environment who are not used to using English. this makes them feel 

embarrassed when they want to use English when communicating. according to some 

students also when they ask about assignments then their parents did not know it will 

make them feel annoyed and become lazy to do the assignment. then they also said 

from the school environment their friends did not support them when they tried to say 

one word of English or tried to use English when communicating. Because their 

friends will say their pronunciation is wrong or laugh at them. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the theories, the findings and the analysis, the present study arrived 

at conclusions as follows: 

1. The types of difficulties encountered by the seventh grade students in learning 

English vocabulary. this study revealed that promblems or difficulties faced by 

the students in vocabulary learning were various. The difficulties faced by 

students have difficulties in pronouncing the words. In addition translating, 

write. The different grammatical form of a word known as inflections was one 

of causes of students difficulties in learning vocabulary. Students difficulties in 

writing words in English triggered confusion of students using due to the 

context. Then, the written form is different from the spoken from in English, 

the number of words that students need to learn is exceedingly large and the 

incorrect pronunciation is often caused by the lack of sound similarity between 

English and the students’ native language. 

2. The factors causing the seventh grade students to have difficulties in learning 

English vocabulary, because the internal and external factors. Internal factors 

are students still less motivated and less interested in learning English 

vocabulary. Meanwhile, external factors from outside the individual. Their 

school did not support them in learning English. and their families are not 
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accustomed to learning English vocabulary. and their environment not using 

English. So, they are not used to learn English vocabulary. 

B. Suggestion 

After Observing and Examaining An Analysis of Difficulties in Leaning 

Vocabulary of Seventh Grade Students at SMPN 3 Palu, The Researcher Suggests: 

1. For English teachers at SMPN 3 Palu 

Seeing the many students who are still having difficulty learning English 

vocabulary. The teachers should pay attention to this and can create a good and 

effective learning process strategy given this very influential for the student's 

knowledge of the future. Where English is an international language, of course, this 

can be one of the knowledge that can help students to improve foreign language 

knowledge. Then this becomes one aspect that needs to be considered in the learning 

process. 

2. Future Researchers 

Can provide additional research alternatives, such as: researching the 

difficulties of learning English vocabulary students in more depth by reviewing more 

resources and references associated with an analysis of continuing in learning English 

vocabulary so that their results are better and more complete. Then, hopefully, the 

results will be used to improve as well as improve accordingly. 
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

This interview questions according to the tittle of this research is “An 

Analysis of Difficulties in Learning Vocabulary of Seventh Grade Students at SMPN 

3 Palu”. Here are some  interview questions: 

The Questions for Seventh Grade Students at SMPN 3 Palu 

1. Have you ever studied English vocabulary before? 

2. Do you know what is vocabulary? 

3. Do you know a lot of English vocabulary? 

4. What do you think about learning english vocabulary? 

5. Do you have any difficulties when learning English vocabulary? 

6. Do you feel bored when you learning English vocabulay? 

7. Are the methods taught by your teacher not boring? 

8. Are you able to complete your English assigments on time? 

9. Are you able to respond the material aout English vocabulary quickly? 

10. Does the environment around support you to learn English vocabulary? 

 

The Questions for English Teacher at SMPN 3 Palu 

1. How do you think students’ learning English process is? 

2. Do you think students can understand the material being taught? 

3. Do students know many vocabularies? 

4. Do they can answer the questions? 

5. After you explain the material do they ask the questions? 

6. Were they able to complete their task on time? 

7. What are factors causing students to have difficulties in learning Engliah 

vocabulary? 
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

 

Subject Name : NS 

Date : Tuesday, February 7 2023 

Place : In the class 

Interviewer  : Nur jihan N Said 

 

No. Pelaku Guide Questions 

1. Researcher Assalamualaikum wr wb, good morning 

 Student Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning 

2. Researcher How are you today 

 Students Alhamdulillah I’m pretty good 

3. Researcher First, let me introduce myself, my name 

is Nur Jihan N Said student of the 

English Department of Tadris in Uin 

Datokarama Palu. I want to interview 

with you, are you willing? 

 Student Yes, I will 

4. Researcher Can you introduce yourself before? 

 

 

Student 

 

Well,  My name is NS  I am 14 years old 

and I am a seventh grade student at SMPN 

3 Palu 

 

7. 
Researcher Alright, I will ask you some questions 

about English vocabulary 

 

 

Students 

 

Yes, please 

8. Researcher Have you ever studied English 

vocabulary before? 

 Intervieweer No, I am learning vocabulary when in 

junior high school 

9. Researcher Do you know what is vocabulary? 

 Student  vocabulary that we used everyday to 

communicate 

10. Researcher Do you know a lot of English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Nope, just a little bit 
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11. Researcher What do you think about learning 

English vocabulary? 

 Intervieweer  It is important but I also find it hard to 

learn 

12. Researcher  Do you have any difficulties when 

learning English vocabulary? 

 Student Yes, it is difficult to understand what 

people say, the pronounciation and writing 

13. Researcher Do you feel bored when learning English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Yes, beacause English hard to 

understanding 

14. Researcher Are the methods tauhgt by your teacher 

not boring? 

 Student Yes, because our teacher just use books 

and hard to understand 

15. Researcher Are  you able to complete your English 

assignments  on time? 

 Student I can, but if the task it hard I cannot 

16. Researcher Are you able to respond to the material 

about English vocabulary quickly? 

 Student Sometimes I can but sometimes I cannot 

17. Researcher Does the environment around you 

support you to learn English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Nope, because in my environment they 

does not use English. but, my parents they 

support me to learn English 

18. Researcher All right, I think that’s it. thanks for 

your time 

 Intervieweer Glad to help 

19. Researcher Okey. Assalamualaikum wr wb, good 

morning 

 Intervieweer Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning. 
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

 

Subject Name : JP 

Date : Tuesday, February 7 2023 

Place : In the class 

Interviewer  : Nur jihan N Said 

 

No. Pelaku Guide Questions 

1. Researcher Assalamualaikum wr wb, good morning 

 Student Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning 

2. Researcher How are you today 

 Students Alhamdulillah I’m pretty good 

3. Researcher First, let me introduce myself, my name 

is Nur Jihan N Said student of the 

English Department of Tadris in Uin 

Datokarama Palu. I want to interview 

with you, are you willing? 

 Student Yes, I will 

4. Researcher Can you introduce yourself before? 

 

 

Student 

 

Well,  My name is JP  i’m 13 years old and 

i’m a seventh grade student at SMPN 3 

Palu 

 

7. 
Researcher Alright, I will ask you some questions 

about English vocabulary 

 

 

Students 

 

Yes, please 

8. Researcher Have you ever studied English 

vocabulary before? 

 Intervieweer No, I never studied English before 

9. Researcher Do you know what is vocabulary? 

 Student Yes i know, vocabulary used to 

communicate 

10. Researcher Do you know a lot of English 

vocabulary? 

 

 Student No, I do not know many vocabulary 
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11. Researcher What do you think about learning 

English vocabulary? 

 Intervieweer Good for increasing knowledge but for me 

learning English is very hard 

12. Researcher  Do you have any difficulties when 

learning English vocabulary? 

 Student Yes, the pronounciation is difficult, writing 

words in English is also difficult 

13. Researcher Do you feel bored when learning English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Yeah, because sometimes i cannot 

understand the material  

14. Researcher Are the methods tauhgt by your teacher 

not boring? 

 Student Yes, because we just use books and we 

never use videos 

15. Researcher Are  you able to complete your English 

assignments  on time? 

 Student If the material is difficult  i will be slow 

and I also hard to understand the formula 

16. Researcher Are you able to respond to the material 

about English vocabulary quickly? 

 Student nope, usually i think about the material 

again to be able to understand it 

17. Researcher Does the environment around you 

support you to learn English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Nope, because in my environment they don 

not use English, but my parents support me 

18. Researcher All right, I think that’s it. thanks for 

your time 

 Intervieweer Glad to help 

19. Researcher Okey. Assalamualaikum wr wb, good 

morning 

 Intervieweer Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning 
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

 

Subject Name : RA 

Date : Tuesday, February 7 2023 

Place : In the class 

Interviewer  : Nur jihan N Said 

 

No. Pelaku Guide Questions 

1. Researcher Assalamualaikum wr wb, good morning 

 Student Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning 

2. Researcher How are you today 

 Students Alhamdulillah I’m pretty good 

3. Researcher First, let me introduce myself, my name 

is Nur Jihan N Said student of the 

English Department of Tadris in Uin 

Datokarama Palu. I want to interview 

with you, are you willing? 

 Student Yes, I will 

4. Researcher Can you introduce yourself before? 

 

 

Student 

 

Well,  My name is RA  I am 14 years old 

and I am a seventh grade student at SMPN 

3 Palu 

 

7. 
Researcher Alright, I will ask you some questions 

about English vocabulary 

 

 

Students 

 

Yes, please 

 

8. Researcher Have you ever studied English 

vocabulary before? 

 Intervieweer No, I am learning vocabulary when in 

junior high school 

9. Researcher Do you know what is vocabulary? 

 Student Yes, vocabulary used every day to 

communicate 

10. Researcher Do you know a lot of English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Nope, just a little bit 
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11. Researcher What do you think about learning 

English vocabulary? 

 Intervieweer Very difficult but make easier for us to 

communicate with other people 

 

12. Researcher  Do you have any difficulties when 

learning English vocabulary? 

 Student There are some vocabularies its hard to 

read. so, is not easy for me to remember 

13. Researcher Do you feel bored when learning English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Yeah, if I cannot understand I also feel 

sleepy 

14. Researcher Are the methods tauhgt by your teacher 

not boring? 

 Student Yes, because sometimes I do not 

understand what my teacher said 

15. Researcher Are  you able to complete your English 

assignments  on time? 

 Student I can, but not completely 

16. Researcher Are you able to respond to the material 

about English vocabulary quickly? 

 Student I can, but depending on the material taught 

17. Researcher Does the environment around you 

support you to learn English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Nope, because in my environment they 

does not use English. but, my parents they 

support me to learn English 

18. Researcher All right, I think that’s it. thanks for 

your time 

 Intervieweer Glad to help 

19. Researcher Okey. Assalamualaikum wr wb, good 

morning 

 Intervieweer Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning. 
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INTERVIEW GUIDELINES 

 

Subject Name : NKF 

Date : Tuesday, February 7 2023 

Place : In the class 

Interviewer  : Nur jihan N Said 

 

No. Pelaku Guide Questions 

1. Researcher Assalamualaikum wr wb, good morning 

 Student Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning 

2. Researcher How are you today 

 Students Alhamdulillah I’m pretty good 

3. Researcher First, let me introduce myself, my name 

is Nur Jihan N Said student of the 

English Department of Tadris in Uin 

Datokarama Palu. I want to interview 

with you, are you willing? 

 Student Yes, I will 

4. Researcher Can you introduce yourself before? 

 

 

Student 

 

Well,  My name is NKF  i am 12 years old 

and I am a seventh grade student at SMPN 

3 Palu 

 

7. 
Researcher Alright, I will ask you some questions 

about English vocabulary 

 

 

Students 

 

Yes, please 

 

8. Researcher Have you ever studied English 

vocabulary before? 

 Intervieweer No, I am learning vocabulary when in 

junior high school 

9. Researcher Do you know what is vocabulary? 

 Student Yes, like table, pen, book, pencil and 

shooes 

10. Researcher Do you know a lot of English 

vocabulary? 

 Student No, I do not know many vocabulary 
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11. Researcher What do you think about learning 

English vocabulary? 

 Intervieweer Good, but for me it is really hard to learn 

12. Researcher  Do you have any difficulties when 

learning English vocabulary? 

 Student Yes, I cannot pronounce the words 

properly 

13. Researcher Do you feel bored when learning English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Yeah, because sometimes I feel difficult to 

understand the material 

14. Researcher Are the methods tauhgt by your teacher 

not boring? 

 Student Yes, because we just use books 

15. Researcher Are  you able to complete your English 

assignments  on time? 

 Student it can, depending on the material given by 

the teacher 

16. Researcher Are you able to respond to the material 

about English vocabulary quickly? 

 Student nope, usually i think about the material 

again to be able to understand it 

17. Researcher Does the environment around you 

support you to learn English 

vocabulary? 

 Student Nope, because in my environment they do 

not use English, but my parents support me 

18. Researcher All right, I think that’s it. thanks for 

your time 

 Intervieweer Glad to help 

19. Researcher Okey. Assalamualaikum wr wb, good 

morning 

 Intervieweer Wa’alaikumussalam wr wb, good morning 
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RESEACH DOCUMENTATION 

 

Gambar 1: Photo with administration manager and subbmission of a research permit 

at SMPN 3 Palu, January 16, 2023. 

 

Gambar 2: Photo with seventh grade English teacher and aubbmission of a research 

permit in her class. January 16, 2023. 
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Gambar 3: Interviewed with seventh grade students (VIIE) at SMPN 3 Palu January 

24, 2023. 
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Gambar 4: Interviewed with “RA” as seventh grade students (VIIE) at SMPN 3 Palu, 

February 14, 2023. 

 

 

Gambar 5: Interviewed with “NKF” as seventh grade students (VIIE) at SMPN 3 

Palu, February 14, 2023. 
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 Gambar 6: Interviewed with “JP” as seventh grade students (VIIE) at SMPN 3 Palu, 

February 14, 2023.  
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Gambar 7: Interviewed with “NS” as seventh grade students (VIIE) at SMPN 3 Palu, 

February 14, 2023. 

 

 

Gambar 8: Did the observation in class VIIE as seventh grade students at SMPN 3 

Palu, February 14, 2023 
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 Gambar 9: Interviewed with Ibu AS as seventh grade English Teacher at SMPN 3 

Palu, February 14, 2023.   
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